


APRIL 25, 2010 FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

PASTOR’S CORNER 
 

Dear Friends, 
                          

 During the Easter season of seven weeks is the ideal time period to celebrate the 
sacraments of First Holy Communion and Confirmation.  This celebrates the fact that 
all the sacraments derive their power and authority from the Risen Lord.  That is why 
so many parishes schedule First Communions and Confirmations at this time.  We have 
been fortunate in that bishop’s schedule us for spring. The bishop is the ordinary minis-
ter of this middle sacrament of what the Church calls the three “Sacraments of Initia-
tion”, the other two being Baptism and the Eucharist. 

                            

 Confirmation has a way of being forgotten in our lives of faith.  There has been discussion over the 
years about whether or not one could call it a sacrament of maturity, in the sense that the usual recipients 
are young people in junior high school.  But then what do you call it when an already mature adult receives 
it?  The debate rolls on.  Meanwhile, here is what the Catholic encyclopedia tells us about this sacrament: 
                             

 “Confirmation is a sacrament in which the Holy Spirit is given to those already baptized in order to 
make them strong and perfect Christians and soldiers of Jesus Christ. …It a perfecting or completing, as ex-
pressing its relation to baptism. 
                               

 The sacrament is usually administered by the bishop.  (Our bishop this year is our newest one, a 
graduate of Lansdale Catholic High, Bishop Timothy Senior.)  After the homily there is an imposition of 
hands, the bishop meantime praying that the Holy Spirit may come down upon those who have already been 
regenerated. He then anoints the forehead of each person with chrism saying: “N. (the pre-chosen confirma-
tion name) be sealed with the Holy Spirit.”  Then the bishop says to each confirmand: ‘Peace be with you’, to 
which the confirmand replies “And also with you.’” 
                             

 This is a milestone event in the lives of the individual families as well as the entire parish family. We 
congratulate the class of 2010. 
                               

 On another matter,  I am most grateful as I keep track of the donations so far made toward our de-
sired statue of Jesus being baptized by John. So far we have nearly $3,000 toward the $10, 500 cost.  Re-
member this will be a hand-carved wooden sculpture from Italy, not fiberglass.  The colors are a match to 
our existing Mary and St. Joseph statues.  Look for the photo on our webpage to see how it completes the 
new baptismal font area.  Please mark your check to “St. Maria Goretti Memorial Fund” and put the word 
“statue” on the memo line.  If you wish, give us also the name(s) of the person(s) you wish to be honored on 
a future plaque to hang in the narthex. 
                          
 God love you; have a good spring week; and I’ll see you in the pews. 
 

                                                                                                                                                                Father Peterson 

QUOTE OF THE WEEK 
“Many people have come to Christ as a result of my participa-
tion in presenting the Gospel to them. It's all the work of the 
Holy Spirit.” 
                                                               ~Billy Graham 

               BAPTISMS 
Welcome to the newest member of our parish:  

Luke Francis son of Frank and Tricia Wilkinson, 
William Anthony son of William and Lisa Strecker, 

Landon Joseph son of Justin and Amy Wertz, 
Delilah Eden Victoria daughter of Christopher and 

Kimberly Johnson, & Benjamin James son of 
Joseph and Terri Ragus. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS! 

MAY PROCESSION 
Please join your fellow parishioners on Sunday, May 2nd follow-
ing the 11:30am Mass for the Annual May Procession. Make 
time during this beautiful month of May to honor our Blessed 
Mother. 



MASSES FOR THE WEEK 
SUN., April 25 7:30 A.M. Cecelia McMoskey 
 Req. by  The Trotter Family 
 9:30 A.M.  People of  the Parish 
 11:30 A.M.  Frank Gullo 
 Req. by  Connie Gullo 
 
MON., April 26 8:30 A.M.  Joe & Milly Sheridan 
 Req. by  Ed & Terry McBride 
 
TUES., April 27 8:30 A.M.  Rita Bobek 
 Req. by   Brian & Stephanie Sarris 
 
WED., April 28 8:30 A.M.  Jean Paul LeBrocq 

 Req. by  Dottie & Dick Eckard 
 
THURS., April 29 8:30 A.M.  Jane Dougherty 
 Req. by  Mr. & Mrs. Frank Freitag 
 
FRI., April 30 8:30 A.M.  Diane Cosentino 
 Req. by  Lansdale Hosp. 4th floor staff 
 
SAT.,  May 1 8:30 A.M.  Stephen Cooke, Sr.  
 Req. by   The Family 
 5:00 P.M.  Anne (Nancy) Elsasser 
 Req. by   The Family 

PRAYER LINE 
Our Parish Prayer Line consists of five adult prayer groups.  
Requests for prayers for the prayer line may be given by 
calling the Parish Center at 215-721-0199. Your prayer 
request is mentioned in the prayers of those on the line for 2 
weeks and then included in their prayers for the following 
weeks in an inclusive prayer.  Anyone wishing to become a 
member of the parish prayer line ministry can join at any time 
by calling the Parish Center. 

MONTHLY HOLY HOUR  
A great opportunity for stewardship! 

Holy Hour gives the parish an opportunity to pray for the needs 
of the church especially vocations to the priesthood and 
religious life. The Holy Hour will include public prayer (Liturgy 
of the Hours) and private prayer before the Blessed 
Sacrament. Everyone is welcome. Holy Hour is held the 
Thursday evening before First Friday at 7pm. 
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PLEASE KEEP IN MIND the following people who at this time 
need your prayers and support: Jeannine Farzetta,  Mary Fitz-
gerald, Allison Fawcett, Robert Pauloski, John Black, Kristen 
Chipollini, Paul Crossin, Philip Mandrach, Mary & Mike Owens, 
Vicki Smondriski, Baby Josephine Elizabeth Egeland, Baby 
AIlyssa Turner, Kenneth Ahrensfield, Joseph DeFrancesco, 
Khalid Maziri, Michael Hastings, Virginia Donnelly, Michael 
Horvath, Lois Kay Carter, Ellie Potvin, Donna Lee, Margaret 
Geist, Florence & Michael Phillips, Marie Groves, Lily Dusza, 
Stanley Sidorski, Kevin McCloskey, Mary Walter, Brian 
Meehan, Michele Graham, Phillip Giovinco, Mary Meisberger, 
Frank Roberto, Diane Moll, Charles & Pat Fogel, Sally Currie, 
Anne Keister, John Hunsberger, Allen Samulski, Kevin Lowery, 
Fred Hankinson, Lily Ciocca, Chris Hennessey, Dan McCarthy, 
Diana Greco, Babies of Jim & Christine Feldi, Steven Welsh, 
Lewis Kulp, Linda Santana, Rita Martin, Rachel Ernest, Megan 
Gunder, Cheryl Nice, Alice Pambuano, Helma Kulp, Maryann 
Steiver, Dolores Tuinman, Dolores D’Amore, Elizabeth Bergus, 
Diane Hutchins, Baby Emma Grace Riccio, Salvatore Chinnici, 
Irene Santulli , Barbara Raifsnider, Billie Sheesley, Joe Ragus, 
John Chelland, Jr., Linda McCaffrey, Yvonne Keagy, Steven 
Ludwig, Pete Fox, Natalie Engel, Nick Koropatkin, Tom Sheedy, 
John Weaver, Ben Carlos, Kathleen Picardi, Barbara D’Angelo, 
Karen McMullan, Norman Bowser and Linda McMenamin. 

ARCHDIOCESAN WEDDING  
ANNIVERSARY MASS 

On Sunday, May 2nd at the Cathedral of 
Saints Peter and Paul will be the Archdiocesan 
Wedding Anniversary Mass. It is a wonderful 
tribute to the couples of the Archdiocese of 
Philadelphia who have been married for twenty
-five, fifty or more years. In order to accommo-
date the large numbers of people who tradi-

tionally attend this liturgy, TWO Masses will be held: 
 

• 11:00am for couples celebrating 50 or more years of mar-
riage from Philadelphia and Montgomery counties. 

• 2:30pm for couples celebrating fifty or more years of mar-
riage from Bucks, Chester and Delaware counties and for 
couples celebrating twenty-five years of marriage from ALL 
counties. 

 

For persons with disabilities, there is an access ramp on the 
parking lot side of the Cathedral. Please contact the Family Life 
Office at 215-587-3516 if anyone will be attending in a wheel-
chair or will need special seating. 

CELEBRATE OUR PRIESTS AT SMG 
~Save the Date~ 

 

One June 13th we will be holding a reception for our 
priests, Father Peterson and Father Brownholtz to show 
our appreciation for all they do for us here at SMG. June 
19th is the closing of the Year of the Priests, what better 
way to end the year then by honoring our own priests. A 
reception will be held in Drexel Hall after all Masses on 
Sunday, June 13th. Light refreshments will be served. 
Please plan on stopping over  and show your support. 

SISTERS IN SPIRIT WOMEN’S GROUP 
A big thanks to all who were able to donate to the Cradles to 
Crayons Sock and Underwear collection.  The SMG Youth 
Group delivered the donations to Cradles to Crayons and were 
able to put these directly in care packages they assembled for 
needy children. 



POOR BOX STEWARDSHIP 
The total collected last week was: $326.58 

BENEFITS CROSSROADS PREGNANCY CARE 
Before leaving our church building each weekend, please 
consider stopping by one of our poor boxes located in the 
narthex, with your contributions.  For the months of April and 
May, 2010, all offerings from the poor box will be designated to 
Crossroads Pregnancy Care, a totally non-profit ministry, 
located at 1313 West Broad Street, Quakertown, PA.  
Crossroads offers free crisis pregnancy counseling, ongoing 
client support, abstinence counseling, and post abortion 
counseling.  They also supply through donations, clothing for 
infants and pregnant moms, formula, diapers, pregnancy tests, 
literature and more.  Other programs include:  Mom’s support 
groups, one-on-one Dad support, post abortion Bible Study, 
post abortion syndrome awareness seminars, financial aid and 
more.  Crossroads is Christ-centered and life affirming, 
providing hope, help and healing to families affected by crisis 
pregnancies or hurting from past abortions.  Their goal is to 
reach a broader segment of our community and encourage 
and support the choice of life as they effectively share the 
gospel of Christ.  Please consider helping those that are less 
fortunate ~ a little goes a long way!  If donating by check, 
please make payable to St. Maria Goretti.  Thank you. 
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ASCENSION OF OUR LORD CHURCH 
725 E. Westmoreland Street 

Philadelphia, PA 19134 
  
           12 April 2010 
 

Dear Father Peterson: 
 
 I write to acknowledge receipt of your most generous 
check in the amount of $3,488.09 from your parish Poor Box 
Initiative program.  On behalf of the parishioners of the Ascen-
sion of Our Lord Parish, I am extremely grateful for your parish-
ioners’ sacrifices.  Your donation’s timely arrival will allow us to 
repair a recently discovered hole in our school roof.  I especially 
thank Ms. Monica D’Elia for all her kind stewardship of time in 
coordinating the above-mentioned program.  It’s generous par-
ishes like yours that help us to keep smiling and persevere in 
our mission to God’s poor. 
 
 May you and your parishioners experience the joy of 
our Risen Lord during this holy Easter season.  Your parish will 
continue to be in our prayers.  Again, thank you very much for 
the goodness and generosity of your parishioners. 
   
    Sincerely in Christ, 
     Rev. Michael A. Chapman 
    Pastor 

SAINT VINCENT dePAUL 
SAYS THANKS! 

On behalf of those served by the food cup-
boards at Hatfield Church of the Brethren and 
Catholic Social Services in Norristown, we 
want to thank you for your generous contribu-
tions to the monthly SVdP@SMG Pantry 

Drive.  Once again your individual contributions and your dedi-
cation to feeding the hungry combined to provide almost 180 
bags of groceries for those in need in our immediate & larger 
community.  We wish more of you could enjoy the looks on the 
faces of the pantry workers as we pile in with your donations 
and they realize that, through your kindness, more will be feed.  
 
Get ready now for the May Manna Collection, May 15 & 
16!  This will be the Annual Archdiocesan panty collection to fill 
the emergency food cupboards throughout the 5 counties of our 
archdiocese.  During the Summer months, food donations tradi-
tionally decline but the need for food for families actually in-
creases without school meal programs.  Especially watch for 
sales of canned food items such as beef stew, tuna fish, fruit, 
vegetables, pasta, soups and pork & beans.  (Remember --
Combining scrip and sales make your contributions go further.)    

JOSEPH’S PEOPLE CHAPTER 
Are you Unemployed? Underemployed?  

Want to learn more about networking? How to create an effec-
tive resume? How to make your presence known on the Inter-
net by creating a LinkedIn account? For this and much more 
come and join us on the first and third Thursday of each month 
in the Parish Center Library.  Our next meeting is Thurs-
day, May 6th at 7:30 p.m., at an alternate location, SMG 
School/Drexel Hall.  New members should come early to 
register.  All are welcome.    
 

Joseph's People is proud to present Mr. Eric Smith, Foun-
der & CEO of Collaborative Synergies, LLC on Thursday, 
May 6 at 7:30 P.M.  Eric will be speaking on the topic, "Is 
Your Net Working?"  Q&A will follow.  The program will be 
held in SMG School/Drexel Hall. To register contact Nancy 
or Ron Boak at nancyboak@aol.com or 215-393-3763.  

2010 CATHOLIC CHARITIES APPEAL 
The Catholic Charities Appeal has a profound impact on our 
community because approximately a quarter of a million people 
in the five counties of the Archdiocese of Philadelphia are 
served in some way by the Appeal.  Through the generosity of 
the people living in the Archdiocese of Philadelphia: Hungry 
people are fed.  Sick and infirm people receive care.  Adoptive 
families welcome abandoned and orphaned children into their 
homes. These services are just the tip of the iceberg of the total 
services that your love and compassionate giving are depend-
ent on from the Catholic Charities Appeal. 
    
As the kickoff of the 2010 Catholic Charities Appeal ap-
proaches, please prayerfully consider giving generously to our 
brothers and sisters in need.  Please contact (215) 587-5651  or 
www.catholiccharitiesappeal@adphila.org, if you have any 
questions. For questions from St. Maria Goretti parishioners, 
please contact Dona Powell at (215) 721-0199 ext 202, (215) 
721-7711 or affdsmg@hotmail.com.  

SMG SENIORS ANNUAL  
POT PIE LUNCHEON  

Mark Wednesday, May 19, 2010 on your cal-
endar!! A day to enjoy lunch with your friends 
right here in Drexel Hall.  Watch for more 

details in bulletin insert coming SOON. HAPPY SPRING. 



RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OFFICE   
 

WEEKLY UPDATE 
Our last PREP classes for the 2009-2010 year are this week, 
Monday, April 26th and Tuesday, April 27th. Thank you to all 
of our teachers who volunteered so much of their time to 
teach our children each week. Thank you to all of our families 
and their support especially those who volunteered to be hall 
monitors. 
 

CONFIRMATION 
Confirmation day is this Wednesday, April 28th. All candidates 
must be in Drexel Hall NO LATER THAN 3:00 PM. 
 

FIRST COMMUNION AND CONFIRMATION 
Just a reminder that all of those who received their First 
Communion and the sacrament of Confirmation this year are 
asked to attend the 11:30 Mass next Sunday, May 2nd to be a 
part of the May Procession to the statue of our Blessed 
Mother. Our Confirmation group will be leading the First 
Communion children. Please arrive at the church by 11:15. 
First Communion children are invited to wear their First 
Communion clothes. 
 

If you have any questions or would like more information, 
please call the Religious Education Office at 215-721-6559 or 
e-mail smgdre@yahoo.com. 
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MINISTRIES SCHEDULED FOR 
SUNDAY, MAY 2nd 

      

E.M. of Holy Communion 
5:00pm – S. Lynam, D. Flynn, C. Berster, P. Pinkston 

   7:30am –  D. Ciccarelli, C. Pandolfo, D. Grant, D. Johnson 
    9:30am –   D. & D. Eckard, D. & J. Heasley 

 11:30am –  M. & M. D’Elia, M. Diehl, D. Waeltz  
  

Lectors 
5:00pm –  J. Vacca, J. Flynn 

7:30am –  B. Hudak, M. Serratore 
9:30am –  M. Nyce, M. Anderson 
11:30am – A. LeBrocq, P. Shelly 

   

Cantors 
5:00pm –  Lynne 
7:30am –   Donna 

9:30am – Terry 
11:30am –  Jill 

 

Altar Servers 
5:00pm –  E. McKenna, J. Sagl, A. Staley 

7:30am –  O., E. & K. Miller 
9:30am –  E., D. & K. Salanik 

11:30am –  A. Mazza, M. Simpson, B. Trotter 
 

Children’s Liturgy 
9:30 – L. Pulli 

11:30am –  K. Taicher  MUSIC NOTES 

No Rehearsals on Wednesday, April 28th due to 
Confirmation at 4pm 

Music Ministry for Next Weekend:  
Sunday, May 2nd  

9:30am – Adult Bell Choir 
11:30am—Children’s Choir  

RESPECT LIFE NEWS 
This week in Christ’s life: 
This week, Jesus is 6 weeks old.  His cerebellum is forming, as 
is his mouth palate.  His hand and feet plates have formed and 
his primitive ears are present.  There is pigment in his ret-
ina.  His baby teeth are forming under his gums.  Precious 
heart of Jesus, teach us to love all people, especially the newly 
developing baby. 
 
The Pro-Life Union is dedicated to building a Culture of life by 
promoting the sanctity of life & the virtue of chastity! We do this 
through prayer and education as well as supporting alternative 
services and public policy outreach. The Union motivates peo-
ple to pray, fast and witness in defense of the pre-born, handi-
capped and elderly.  We encourage witnessing and counseling 
outside of the area's abortion facilities.  In the City of Philadel-
phia, each year over 15,000 unborn children are destroyed by 
abortion, their mothers are left wounded.  We are confident that 
this community can find better solutions for women facing an 
unexpected pregnancy. We are thankful that through the gen-
erosity of our donors we are able to share our educational re-
sources with the community.  We promote the virtue of chastity, 
especially the mission on Generation Life.  You can learn more 
about the Mission of Generation Life by visiting their web-
site at www.generationlife.org  
  
We lobby public officials and elected Representatives to 
support the sanctity of Life and encourage our members to 
contact these officials and speak on behalf of the pre-born. 
The Pro-Life Union * 88 Pennsylvania Ave., Oreland, PA 
19075 * 215-885-8150 

MOTHER’S DAY SHOPPING 
Shop for coffee and chocolate along with other Fair Trade 
items for Mother's Day at the First Sunday Social on May 2.   
 

What is fair trade? 
Fair trade means that a product is produced without exploita-
tion.  The farmers, artisans, and workers are guaranteed a fair 
wage, a safe working environment and treated with dignity.  
Organizations, such as Catholic Relief Services also provide 
these producers with microfinance loans, training and education 
so they can produce more abundantly and provide assistance to 
their own community. 
 

These items are always available to purchase - contact 
Joanne Kratz 215-915-2225 or jckratz@comcast.net 

SENIOR RECITAL 
John Ericsson, a senior at LaSalle College High School, 
will perform a concert of violin and guitar music and some 
of his original compositions in Drexel Hall on Saturday, 
May 8th at 7pm. Parishioners are invited to attend. 
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HUMOR CORNER   
(Last week: bulletin bloopers.   
This week: preacher bloopers) 

 

      1. During a Confirmation service, referring to the new con-
verts, the pastor asked the 5 new "convicts" to come to the 
front of the church.    

       2. As I awoke during a homily, the priest said, "Where the 
scriptures speak, we speak. Where the scriptures are silent, 
we sleep."  
 

        3.  While describing the intricate dress of the priests in 
the Old Testament, the homilist came to the part that de-
scribes how the priests put bells on the bottom of their robes. 
He asked, "Why do you suppose the priests had to tinkle?" 
After a second of silence, the class broke up in laughter. 

Stewardship Offering ........................................ April 18, 2010 
Weekly Offering Envelopes mailed : ……………………….2,550 
# of Weekly Envelopes: ………………………………………..735 
Total Diocesan Offering: .......................................... $1,040.00 
Total Parish Offering: ............................................. $20,379.00 
 

Parish Operations Revenue/Expense  
Monthly Averages on YTD Basis 

January ‘10   Current YTD       Prior YTD          Change %   
Revenue           $161,031               $170,556             -5.6%  
Expense           $153,716               $170,811              -10.0% 

TRADITIONAL UKRANIAN DINNER 
Sunday, May 16, 2010, from 3:00 to 7:00 P.M.: The Presenta-
tion of Our Lord Ukrainian Catholic Church will host “A Tradi-
tional Ukrainian Dinner” 1564 Allentown Road, Lansdale. Enjoy 
generous portions of tasty homemade Ukrainian ethnic foods 
and baked goods: Pyrohy (Ukrainian pierogies); Holubtsi; 
Ukrainian Kielbasa Sausages, Sauerkraut, Breads, Beverages, 
and Desserts. Also, enjoy displays and demonstrations of 
Ukrainian folk arts and crafts by artists: Pysanky (Ukrainian 
Easter Eggs); Vyshyvanky (embroidery) and Gerdany 
(beadwork jewelry), all of which will be available for purchase. 
Tickets are $10.00 per person at the door with seating in the 
social hall. For advance tickets or more information, call Mike at 
(215) 715-4871.Take-outs are available. 

CLUSTER 75  
15TH SENIOR GOLF OUTING ~ 55+ 

Date: Tuesday, May 18th—RAIN OR SHINE 
(it never rains of the golf course!) 
Location: Fox Hollow Golf Course, Quaker-
town, PA 215-538-1920 
Time: 9am—Scramble—Shotgun Start—Gold 
Tees 
Registration: 7:30 to 8:30am—Coffee & 
Donuts will be served. Register early, driving 

range available from 7:30 to 8:30am. 
Cost: $70 includes: golf, cart, lunch following 18 holes, plus 
beverages and prizes. 
 

Singles ~ Doubles ~ Threesomes ~ Foursomes 
 

We will make up a foursome if necessary. All welcome—Join us 
for a fun day!  For reservation or more information please con-
tact parish representative Jim O’Byrne at 215-361-1842. REG-
ISTRATION FORMS ARE AVAILABLE IN THE NARTHEX. 

DO YOU KNOW WHO IS SITTING 
AROUND YOU AT MASS? 

 

SMG is in the process of producing a new pictorial 
directory to help you identify your fellow parishioners.  To suc-
ceed, we need your help. 
 

In appreciation of your efforts in this endeavor, every family that 
is photographed by Olan Mills for the directory will be given a 
copy of the directory and a free 8x10 photograph.  You are un-
der no obligation to purchase any additional pictures made 
available to you. 
 

Appointments may be made either in the Narthex after Masses 
or on-line at signup.olanmills.com.  Reservations are currently 
being accepted for May 5th-7th (Wed, Thurs, Fri)  and June 
15th – 18th (Tues, Wed, Thurs, Fri) between 2:00 PM and 9:00 
PM; and for May 8th or June 19th (Saturdays) between 9:00 AM 
and 5:00 PM.  Please schedule your appointment 
soon in order to receive your preferred time. Photographs will 
be taken in the Library of the SMG Parish Center. 
 

Photographs will be mailed to your home within 6-8 weeks of 
your session. It is anticipated that the completed church direc-
tory will be available in early December. 

SASH CRUSADERS FOOTBALL  
The Crusaders program is open to boys entering 5th to 8th 
grade. A registration session will be held at St. Maria Goretti 
parish in Drexel Hall  on Sunday, May 2nd immediately follow-
ing the  11:30 Mass. The fee for the 2010 season is $130.00 
per player.  For questions, please contact George Kraynik 
Kraynik@amh.org 

NATIONAL SCRIP NEWS 
Mother’s Day is coming, and many of our Parish children will be 
receiving their First Holy Communions. Get your gift cards 
through the Parish Scrip program. Our next National Scrip order 
will be Wednesday April 21. Forms are available in the Narthex 
behind the Scrip desk and also at the Parish Center.  Please 
have all orders returned with payment by 10am on the day of 
the order to the Parish Center. The next order date will be May 
5.  For questions, contact Mary Faymore @ 215-721-0199 or 
215-361-2493.  Thank You for supporting SMG Parish by using 
Scrip. 

FIESTA NIGHT THANK YOU! 
We appreciate all those who made “Fiesta Night” a HUGE suc-
cess! We are proud to announce that $1,000 was raised to be 
donated to the National MS Society. We not only are helping 
those who suffer from MS Nationally but in our own commu-
nity as well. Thanks for joining the movement to create a 
world free of MS. 
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