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POOR BOX STEWARDSHIP

The total collected for Ascension of Our Lord
Parish in Kensington was: $3,488.09

BENEFITS CROSSROADS PREGNANCY CARE
Before leaving our church building each weekend, please
consider stopping by one of our poor boxes located in the
narthex, with your contributions. For the months of April and
May, 2010, all offerings from the poor box will be designated to
Crossroads Pregnancy Care, a totally non-profit ministry,
located at 1313 West Broad Street, Quakertown, PA.
Crossroads offers free crisis pregnancy counseling, ongoing
client support, abstinence counseling, and post abortion
counseling. They also supply through donations, clothing for
infants and pregnant moms, formula, diapers, pregnancy tests,
literature and more. Other programs include: Mom’s support
groups, one-on-one Dad support, post abortion Bible Study,
post abortion syndrome awareness seminars, financial aid and
more. Crossroads is Christ-centered and life affirming,
providing hope, help and healing to families affected by crisis
pregnancies or hurting from past abortions. Their goal is to
reach a broader segment of our community and encourage
and support the choice of life as they effectively share the
gospel of Christ. Please consider helping those that are less
fortunate ~ a little goes a long way! If donating by check,
please make payable to St. Maria Goretti. Thank you.

CENTERING PRAYER FOR BEGINNERS
On Thursday, April 22, 2010, at 7:00-8:30 P.M. in Friendship
Hall, St. Anthony's Adult Faith Formation Commission (AFFC)
will present "Centering Prayer for Beginners" with Sister Julia
Grey, a Dominican Sister of Peace on the staff at St. Raphaela
Center, Haverford PA. This will be an opportunity for beginners
to learn four simple steps to facilitate and support entrance into
the practice of centering prayer. Centering prayer has helped
people throughout the world to draw closer to God, to experi-
ence a new freedom and a new power of love in life. Refresh-
ments and conversation will follow Sister's presentation. Please
let us know if you will attend at 215-646-4742.

RESPECT LIFE NEWS

Following the Journey of Christ...

TIME FOR A NEW PARISH DIRECTORY

It has been more than a few years since our
§ last Parish Photo Directory and, frankly,
' there have been lots of changes:
e To the Church & the Campus
e To the Staff and the parishioners
e To our hair lines and our hair color

e To the relative heights & sizes of our
families.

It is time for a new directory!! Olan Mills will, once again, be
providing us with the directory at no charge in return for the
opportunity to take (and hopefully sell) individual and family
portraits. Each directory will include photos of parish staff,
photo pages of parish activities and ministries, directory infor-
mation for all members of the Goretti Family and the photos of
those who have had their portraits taken. Those who have
their photos taken will receive, at no charge, an 8 x 10 copy of
their directory photo and a copy of the parish photo direc-
tory.* If you choose to purchase photos, they will be ready 6-8
weeks after they are taken. Our goal is to have the process
complete by the end of September and to have the directories
back to you by the first Sunday in December. (Plenty of time for
Christmas presents!)

-PLEASE NOTE: Only those who have their photos taken
will receive a copy of the directory. There will NOT be addi-
tional copies for sale. However, you are under no obliga-
tion to purchase any photos to receive your free photo and
directory.

Photo sessions for the directory will be held at the SMG Parish
Center in the Library. Scheduled times are afternoons and eve-
nings: May 5 to 8; June 15 to 19; July 13 to 17. Appoint-
ments can be made on line at signup.olanmills.com or signup in
the Narthex after Masses beginning April 10 & 11.

Want to help? The Directory Committee can use help with
scheduling & appointments, photography and layout. If your
interested, please call the Parish Center at 215-721-0199 and
leave a message. We'll get back to you.

: Please watch this spot as we continue to follow the growth of Christ in the womb since the Annunciation. Pray with us for all the un-

= born. This is how our journey began...

(Annunciation) This week Jesus is one week old: By the power of the Holy Spirit, Jesus has been conceived in the womb of the

: Blessed Virgin Mary. Even though he is as small as a grain of sand, already his first cell divisions are occurring. Lord, teach us to

: love and protect all people, especially the newly growing, preborn baby.

1 At 2 weeks old: Jesus is snug in the Virgin Mary's womb and the two of them are intimately joined. The amniotic sac and fluid are

: forming, as are what will become the physical body of Christ. Lord, teach us to love and protect all people, especially the newly grow-

1 ing, preborn baby.

(Easter) At 3 weeks old: Jesus’ primitive brain and spinal cord have formed and the tissue from which all his cells and organs will
: form is present. His tiny heart is forming and, at 22 days old, begins to beat. Precious heart of Jesus, teach us to love all people,

: especially the newly developing baby.

i This week in Christ’s Life... This week, Jesus is 4 weeks old. His facial features are forming and his jaw has appeared. His tiny
: arm and leg buds have formed , as has his aorta. His liver begins working and eye depressions are visible in his head. Precious
: heart of Jesus, teach us to love all people, especially the newly developing baby.

: We will continue to observe Christ’s life in the womb until Christmas.

A great prayer for life is urgently needed, a prayer which will rise up throughout the world. Through special initiatives and in daily
i prayer, may an impassioned plea rise to God, the Creator and lover of life, from every Christian community, from every group and

: association, from every family and from the heart of every believer.”
i — Pope John Paul I, The Gospel of Life (Evangelium Vitae), n. 100.
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MINISTRIES SCHEDULED FOR
SUNDAY, APRIL 18th

E.M. of Holy Communion
5:00pm - P. Pinkston, S. Lynam
7:30am — M. D’Elia, D. Ciccarelli

9:30am — R. Duch, D. Hildenbrand
11:30am — M. Diehl, D. Flynn

Lectors
5:00pm — M. Heacock, J. Flynn
7:30am — B. Jellen, V. Rivera
9:30am - J. & L. Fleming
11:30am — B. Filler, A. Detweiler

Cantors
5:00pm - Joe
7:30am — Karinne
9:30am — Chelsea
11:30am — Mary-Anna

Altar Servers
5:00pm - Q. & C. Martin, L. McCorry, R. Smith
7:30am — C. & M. Kohler, D. Geppert, A. Kelly
9:30am — M., D. J. & A. Smith
11:30am — E. Kowey, N. Kush, M. McGeehan, K. Miller

Children’s Liturgy
9:30 - E. Adamo
11:30am — M. Mays

S.M.G. SENIORS MTG.-APRIL 21
10:30am ~PARISH CENTER

Please plan on joining us for the rescheduled presentation
"WHITE HOUSE DECORATIONS AND ORNAMENTS" by Jim
D'Alessandro. We expect this to be very informative and inter-
esting. DON'T MISS THIS ONE. Try to bring a friend to enjoy
also. As usual we will be playing a few games of BINGO, or
another game of choice. Light refreshments will be served.

ST. MARIA GORETTI SENIORS TRIP TO LAN-
CASTER SIGHT AND SOUND THEATER FOR

"JOSEPH" April 20th, 2010----- We will be departing from
SMG Parking Lot at 10:30 AM SHARP. Arrival at Sight and
Sound Theater will be approximately 12:00 noon. Show begins
at 1 PM, after the show we will have dinner (family style) at
HERSHEY FARMS at approximately 4 PM. Arrival back at SMG
lot will be approximately 8 PM.

@@Eﬂ@@@@.@ (XTSRS,
CELEBRATE OUR PRIESTS AT SMG %

~Save the Date~

\ our appreC|at|on for all they do for us here at SMG. June J
19th is the closing of the Year of the Priests, what better Q
way to end the year then by honoring our own priests. A Q
receptlon will be held in Drexel Hall after all Masses on [ —)
Sunday, June 13th. Light refreshments will be served.
Please plan on stopping over and show your support.

‘/\
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OFFICE

WEEKLY UPDATE
There are PREP classes this Monday, Aprii 12th and
Tuesday, April 13th. The JR/SR High class for April will be this
Tuesday, April 13th. It is the last one for the year so please try
to attend.

FIRST COMMUNION
Please note your practice time this Friday, April 16th. The
10:00 AM Mass participants will practice from 4:00 to 5:30 and
the 1:00 PM Mass participants will practice from 6:00 to 7:30.
Just a reminder that all First Communion children should be
brought to the chapel Saturday one half hour before Mass
begins.

CONFIRMATION
Just a reminder of practice dates and times:

Wednesday, April 21st — 4:00 PM to 5:30 PM
Thursday, April 22nd - 7:00 PM to 8:30 PM
Saturday, April 24th — 11:00 AM to 12:30 PM - This is the
practice sponsors must attend.

If you have any questions or would like more information,
please call the Religious Education Office at 215-721-6559 or
e-mail smgdre@yahoo.com.

MUSIC NOTES

Rehearsals for Wednesday, April 14th
SMG School Choir — 12:15pm
Children’s Choir — 5:45 to 6:30pm
Adult Bell Choir — 6:30 to 7:30pm
Adult Choir —7:30 to 8:45pm

RRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRARRRRRR
a? CHAPEL PIANO a?

Thank you to the music lovers who contributed to the pur-
chase of a digital piano for our Chapel. All funds needed &3
have been received. God bless you!

2
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PRAYER FOR HAITI & CHILE

Compassionate God, we pray for those who have
been devastated by the various earthquakes in
Haiti and Chile. We remember those who have lost
their lives so suddenly. We hold in our hearts the
families forever changed by grief and loss. Bring
them consolation and comfort. Surround them with
our prayers for strength. Bless those who have
survived and heal their memories of trauma and
devastation. May they have the courage to face the long road of
rebuilding ahead. We ask your blessing on all those who have
lost their homes, their livelihoods, their security and their hope.
Bless the work relief agencies and those providing emergency
assistance. May their work be guided by the grace and strength
that comes from You alone. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.
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SUNDAY OFFERING

Stewardship Offering....................... EASTER—April 4, 2010
Weekly Offering Envelopes mailed : ...........ccococvieinnn 2,550
# of Weekly Envelopes: .........coooviiiiiiiiiiiiee 1017
Total EASTER Offering: .......cccceeeereimrennrcseeiceennes $29,186.00
Total Weekly Offering: ......cccccvvrvnmninieeennsinnnninnns $21,018.00

Parish Operations Revenue/Expense
Monthly Averages on YTD Basis

January ‘10 _Current YTD Prior YTD Change %
Revenue $161,031 $170,556 -5.6%
Expense $153,716 $170,811 -10.0%

LOCAL SCRIP NEWS

Happy Spring! - Rita's gift certificates are back for pur-
chase through Scrip.

Local scrip is sold daily at the Parish Center and through the
SMG School.

THANK YOU! THANK YOU!

A HUGE thank you to all the people who helped make the 2nd
annual Fish & Chips dinner a great success! Thanks to the won-
derful women in the kitchen, the terrific men at the beer table,
the organized team at the take-out table, and the friendly gals
that greeted everyone as they came in. A special thank you to
all of our student servers--without you, we wouldn't have been
able to take care of our guests. An excellent job done by alll
And to all the people behind the scenes, your help
was so greatly appreciated!

SPRING CLEAN-UP & MULCH DAY
Come out and enjoy a morning with fellow parish-

ioners. Get an early start on that tan, if the sun co-
7 operates. Bring a rake, weeding tool, some
@ﬁ gloves, plastic bags and whatever other tools are

needed for cleanup & mulching. The next spring

clean-up day will take place Saturday, April 24th.
We start around 8am and work for a few hours. Mulch day will
take place on Saturday, May 15th. Contact - Larry Detweiler at
267-327-4068 or email: detweill@comcast.net for more info.

SASH CRUSADER FOOTBALL

SASH Crusader Football—The Archdiocesan

Champions—has a long tradition of excelling at the

highest level of Archdiocese competition. The Cru-
} sader program is open to all boys entering 5th to 8th

grade who are members of the following parishes or

attend the parish schools; Our Lady of Sacred Heart,
St. John the Baptist, St. Isadore, St. Agnes and St. Maria Gor-
etti.

Registration will be held at Our Lady of Sacred Heart
School Cafeteria TODAY, April 11th from 12:30 to 2:30pm.

The fee for the 2010 season is $130.00 per player. For ques-
tions, please contact George Kraynik GKraynik@ahm.org
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FIESTA NIGHT ~
April 17th from 6:30-8:30pm

Please join us for Fiesta Night. Have fun learning the Zumba.
We invite all cooks to enter the 1st SMG Chili cook-off. Bring
along a pot of your famous chili and take home the best tasting
chili award. Tickets are $10 per person and include chili tasting,
snacks and Zumba lessons. For more information, please call
Cecelia Pawling at 215-723-2783 or Mele Lee at 215-939-5629.
All proceeds will benefit the National Multiple Sclerosis
Society.

VERA BRADLEY BINGO!

Attention Ladies: Get ready for a Girls' Night Out at
our 2nd annual Vera Bradley Bingo on Friday, April
23rd in Drexel Hall. Doors open at 6:30 p.m. and
games start at 7:00. Ticket prices are $20 in ad-
vance/$25 at the door. BYOB, but there will be
food and drinks available. If you have enjoyed playing Basket
Bingo in the past, you will surely love playing to win these beau-
tiful bags! For ticket information, please contact Karen Malley at
215.723.1377, kmals234@verizon.net, or call the school office
at 215.721.9098.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS~TRIVIA NIGHT

The Knights of Columbus will host the 4th annual Trivia Night
on Saturday, April 24th at the Father Doyle Hall at Corpus
Christi Parish. Competing teams are limited to 8 people; win-
ning team shares $200 prize! BYOB with set-ups and snacks
provided. FUN - PRIZES- LOTS OF USELESS KNOWLEDGE.
Additional details will follow...

EARTH DAY IS APRIL 22 - EVERYDAY IS

RECYCLING DAY
I% One weeks worth of newspapers weighs about
E = 10Ibs. If only 200 families recycle their weekly
newspapers in our Paper Retriever® bin all year
long, we will divert 104,000 Ibs of paper away
from the landfill ! Plus, we would earn over $1000 to use for our
programs.

Please bring your newspapers, magazines, catalogs, school &
office papers and old mail to the Paper Retriever bin in the St.
Maria Goretti Parking lot (by the modular unit).
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HUMOR CORNER

The appointment of a new pastor coincided with a certain
parish’s appeal for aid for hurricane victims. Unfortunately, on
Father’s first Sunday in the parish, the center page of the par-
ish bulletin was accidentally omitted. So parishioners read
from the bottom of the second page to the top of the last page
the following: “Welcome Father Philip Jensen to our parish...
the worst disaster to hit the area in this century. The full ex-
tent of the tragedy is not yet known.”
-submitted by an anonymous parishioner at SMG
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